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IF EVERYONE ON EARTH LIVED LIKE THIS, HUMANITY WOULD NEED 2 PLANETS.






PRESS RELEASE

Hungarian environmental culture will be introduced in Brussels!

Sustainable Development and human nature are the themes of the "Mirror to the World" exhibition, that thanks to the invitation of the Balassi Institute in Brussels is going to travel abroad now for the first time. The cultural section of the Belgian Embassy in Hungary has repeatedly organised environmental exhibitions and programmes. The worthy continuation of this is a one month interactive exhibition, that will be held on the occasion of Earth Day. The exhibition - which was created by ZOFI Hungarian Green Roots and Cellux Group - has been touring all of Hungary for over three years and will now for the first time emerge on the international stage.

Exhibition dates: March 27 - April 23, 2012

Overpopulation, climate change, food miles, water footprint... more than ten thousand Hungarians have come to know these terms by way of the exhibition. People have even rallied in their communities, in order to do something together for a more liveable future. Others changed their shopping habits. Still others have started to live in a more independent way, producing their own food and using smart methods of decreasing their ecological footprint (such as rain water collection and composting).

The "MIRROR TO THE WORLD" exhibition is an interactive adventure tour along the path of sustainability. This will now be presented in Brussels, showing the types of educational devices that can be found in Hungary and how drama pedagogy can be used in environmental education and in shaping beliefs and outlooks. Beyond this the organisers are planning to provide a taste of Hungarian culture, through presentations, wine tastings and distinctive Hungarian flavours.
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How many kilometres does our breakfast travel? How big is our ecological footprint? What will we do for the sake of our future?

Hosting this exhibition is the Balassi Institute in Brussels. 

The main supporter of the exhibition is:

The exhibition can be viewed free of charge.

This little exhibition purports to show how meeting the current needs of humanity is possible while at the same time preserving environmental and natural resources. The rooms were developed thematically according to four subject areas and show how we search for happiness in many ways, yet all of these have an effect on nature and on the lives of our fellow humans too! During the course of exploring the exhibition from beginning to end, visitors will encounter plenty ideas and practical advice - certainly enough for everyone to find something to their liking. What might stick in your mind afterwards? Will you compost your kitchen and garden remains? Or will you shop with greater awareness? Perhaps you will switch to a more environmentally-friendly mode of transport? Maybe lower your meat consumption!? 

The "Mirror to the world" exhibition's festive opening time and place:

March 27, 2012 - Balassi Institute auditorium

1000 Brussels, Treurenberg 10. Tel: 0032(0)22090750, fax: 0032 (0) 22090759 

The "Mirror to the World" exhibition's opening date will be accompanied by several interesting programmes. An Eco-design workshop will be brought to a youthful audience by Cellux Group, while in the afternoon an open discussion with the title "Searching for the Future" will be held, where Hungarian and Belgian presenters will discuss the responsibilities facing humanity, as seen through the lenses of sustainability and systemic approach. The programmes may be attended free of charge, but registration is required:

Kriszta Kovács, info@bmki.be, tel: +32 2209 0750
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In order to successfully develop the programme as described above, a prime example of joined forces occurred. For this we would like to thank all those involved! Here we can  show that for a good cause, Hungarian society is highly capable of collaboration:

· Balassi Institute

· National Council for Sustainable Development

· CEEWeb for Biodiversity

· Greenpeace

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs permanent representative

· Hungarian Development Bank

· City of Budapest Brussels representative

· Magyar Turizmus Zrt.

The organisers hope that the "Mirror to the World" exhibition and conference will bring to the attention of both specialists and the general public the fact of Hungary's desire to do something for our future, for sustainable development and for our environment!

Further information:

www.tukorbenavilag.hu  in English: http://www.tukorbenavilag.hu/introduction
The entire exhibition can be seen virtually on youtube with Gábor Vida as the guide: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilcYwBekxjE
Press Contact: Gergely Hankó, tel.: 70/24-96-113; e-mail: gergely@okopack.hu and Edit Jagodics, e-mail: tukorbenavilag@zofi.hu 

School classes who register in advance may receive a free guided tour of the exhibition. To arrange a visit, contact Kriszta Kovács, info@bmki.be, tel: +32 2209 0750
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Background information

Environmental education, as defined in the national curriculum, has become a compulsory element in the pedagogical programmes of Hungarian educational institutes. The task of this is the formation of environmentally-aware behaviour patterns, the familiarisation of the concept of sustainable development, and the continuous organisation of programmes serving that cause. In order to meet these goals, we would like to offer support, using our own methods. 

The "Mirror to the World" team was founded by ZOFI - Hungarian Green Roots and Cellux Group. Since 2006 they organise interactive programmes targeting children and youth and focusing on globalisation. Their message: Humans are active beings who are not passive witnesses of the events of this small-big world, but they rather actively create it. 

The main supporter of the exhibition is ÖKO-Pack Nonprofit Kft. which has for years been communicating concepts related to environmental awareness, and considers it their important task to highlight sustainable alternatives. A The National Council for Sustainable Development is the expert advisor to the exhibition.

What does a human being need in order to be happy, and how do those needs affect his or her environment? The creators of this small exhibition have dreamed up four exciting rooms to provide an answer to those questions. Every room received a name: Knowledge. Survival. Love. Participation.

In the 'Love' room the giving of gifts in examined in detail. People who have had enough of the excesses of consumer society's wasteful habits, can here create gift notebooks out of waste materials or come up with a hand-made gift voucher to please a loved one.

Extreme footwear can also be found in the exhibition. These are not intended for walking, but rather to surmise the abstract concept of ecological footprint in a very visual and palpable way.

It is not a trifling matter therefore, in what way and to what extent humans go about quenching their many thirsts, as these do bear an effect on nature and on the quality of life of fellow humans. What are my basic needs? How can I meet them without threatening the survival of the planet or the quality of human life?

www.tukorbenavilag.hu/introduction

